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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1426

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By House Commttee on Children & Famly Services (originally
sponsored by Representatives Roberts, McDonal d, Kagi , Ni xon,
Pettigrew, Dickerson, Darneille, Tom Rodne, Hasegawa, O Brien,
Lovi ck, O nsby, Mrrell, Chase and Sant os)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 10/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to children of incarcerated parents; and creating
new secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that children of

incarcerated parents face significant obstacles in their Ilives. In
many cases, these children have witnessed the arrest of a parent, face
unstable living arrangenents and nmultiple school placenents, |ive under

financial hardship, and experience the social stigna associated with
their parents' incarceration. As a result of these factors, children
of incarcerated parents are at risk for poor academ c achievenent,
subst ance abuse, and delinquency and crimnal activity that can lead to
their own incarceration.

The legislature intends to support children in the state whose
parents are incarcerated by encouraging the state agencies involved
with famlies of individuals who are incarcerated to coordi nate and
expand existing services for these famlies in order to inprove the
wel | -being of children of incarcerated parents both over the short term
and the long term
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The departnment of corrections, in
partnership with the department of social and health services, shal
establish an oversight commttee to devel op a conprehensive interagency
plan to provide the necessary services and supports for the children of
this state whose parents are incarcerated in jail or prison

(2) The interagency plan shall include the foll ow ng:

(a) ldentification of existing state services and prograns, as well
as recogni zed communi ty-based services and prograns, for children whose
parents are incarcerated,

(b) Identification of nmethods to inprove collaboration and
coordi nati on of existing services and prograns;

(c) Recommendations concerning new services and prograns for
chil dren whose parents are incarcerated, involving both interagency and
communi ty-based efforts; and

(d) Identification of evidence-based practices and areas for
further research to support the long-term provision of services and
prograns for children whose parents are incarcerated, including the
fol | ow ng:

(1) ldentification and ongoing collection of data relating to
incarcerated individuals in the state who have chil dren under ei ghteen
years of age; and

(i1) ldentification and sharing of information relating to children
of incarcerated parents who are involved in the juvenile justice or
child welfare systens, to the extent perm ssible under state and
federal |aw

(3) The oversight commttee shall include the foll ow ng:

(a) Representatives wth decision-making authority of: The
departnment of <corrections, the children's admnistration of the
department of social and health services, the juvenile rehabilitation
adm nistration of the departnment of social and health services, |aw
enforcenent and jails, the office of superintendent of public
instruction, the courts, prosecuting attorneys and public defenders,
and communi ty-based agencies working with famlies of individuals who
are incarcerated; and

(b) Caregivers of children whose parents are incarcerated.

(4) The oversight commttee shall seek input from children whose
parents are or have been incarcerated and from parents who have been
i ncarcerated in devel oping the interagency plan.
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1 (5) The oversight commttee shall develop the interagency plan by
2 June 30, 2006, with an interimreport due to the appropriate conmttees
3 of the legislature by January 1, 2006.

~-- END ---

p. 3 SHB 1426



	Section 1.
	Section 2.

